
 

 

Rocky River Early Childhood PTA 

Message from the President 
May 2019 

 Jen Rieker rockyriverecpta@gmail.com 
 

 
Summer is nearly here!  While I look forward to days at the pool and summer vacation, I am 
equally sad to see another year end.  It has been a great year, and I have enjoyed my time 
as the Early Childhood PTA president.  While I am sad to end my tenure, I know that the PTA 
will continue to thrive and grow over the next year.  I have relied on Kelly Frindt over the past 
two years.   Now, she will continue on as next year’s President.  I am looking forward to all 
that she has planned!   
 
I would be remiss not to thank all of the executive board for such a great year!  Without Emily 
Richmond, Liz Kasnekaw, Cathleen Grossman, Kelly Frindt, Erin Meisenzahl, Rachel Staf-
ford, Laura Smith and Mara Broderick.  This amazing group of women, plus our committee 
chairs, made this year such a success.   
 
I will continue to see everyone around—especially at our end of year party at the Memphis 
Kiddie Park on Saturday, June 8th.  An evite with all the details will go out closer to the 
event.   
 
Always,  
Jen  
 
 

smile.amazon.com 
Maggie Male rrecptanewsletter@gmail.com 

 
This year, purchase with purpose. Shop at smile.amazon.com and Amazon donates to PTA 
Ohio Congress Rocky River Early Childhood.  

 
Make the RRECPTA (PTA Ohio Congress Rocky River Early Childhood) your organization 
to support. The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchas-
es to the charitable organizations selected by customers.  
 
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service.  

Please support us! 

mailto:rockyriverecpta@gmail.com
mailto:rrecptanewsletter@gmail.com
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=2DGJUE6A73Z7Q&K=38K66AAF3BKQ8&M=urn:rtn:msg:201808161835290641c358ba3b4026b27143638890p0na&R=XX4LZYRSTJIA&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F23-7252394%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_295151440&H=PAXW7IFRM2UYXJI0UEOCOGWJAQQA
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AUGUST 2019 

The first Committee meeting will be at the beginning of August (exact date and 
location TBD). An email will be sent this summer with details!  



 

 VP of Programs 
Emily Richmond rrecptavpprogramsgmail.com 

 
A huge thank you to all of our members who came out to support our organization and speak-
ers at the monthly meetings this year! To celebrate a great year together, we will be hosting 
our May meeting at Market in Rocky River on Tuesday, May 14, at 7 pm.  Come grab some 
food with friends to celebrate the end of the year. 
   
If you made it to 4 of meetings this year, as well as completed two volunteer opportunities and 
are a member in good standing, you are in the running for our end of year $250 scholar-
ship!  Did you only make it to 3 meetings, but have met every other qualification?  Good news: 
our May end of year celebration counts as a meeting!  Looking forward to celebrating with 
everyone! 

Sunshine Committee 
Rachael Stafford & Kacie Baon  
rrecptasunshine@gmail.com 

 
Maggie Armstrong had a baby girl, Annie Armstrong Ledford, on March 12th 

Jessica Loucks had a baby boy, Pierce Alexander, on April 12th 
Kim Steffen had a baby boy Mark Joseph Hickey, on April 19th 

 
If you are someone expecting a baby and would like a meal delivered to you and your family 
OR if you are someone who would like to deliver a meal to a family with a new baby in their 

home, please let us know using our form: https://www.rrecpta.org/sunshine-committee/ 

Kindergarten Class Rock Photo—Class of 2031 
Rachael Stafford rstafford731@gmail.com 

 
We will be organizing the Kindergarten Class Rock Photo for the Class of 2032. The picture will 

be taken at the RRHS Rock before the start of the school year (date and time TBD). If you 
have a child entering Kindergarten this year, please join the Facebook group for all of the de-

tails, dates, and times. 
 

Join the Rocky River Class of 2032 Facebook group 
 

Questions? Ideas? A strong painting skill? Any trouble joining the Facebook group?  
Please reach out to Rachael! 

Auction Committee 
Jess Massari & Lauren Barbour rrecptaauctioncoordinator@gmail.com 

 
Though Auction may seem a long way off, we will be planning during the summer. As you clean 
out the house this summer, please drop off any baskets and photo frames that 5x7 or larger to 
21484 Kenwood Avenue, Rocky River (look for the brown bins on the patio on the Elmwood 

side). Thank you for your support!  

mailto:rrecptavpprogramsgmail.com
mailto:%20rrecptasunshine@gmail.com
https://www.rrecpta.org/sunshine-committee/
mailto:rstafford731@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1794179750669272/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
mailto:rrecptaauctioncoordinator@gmail.com


 

 

VP of Parties 
Cathleen Grossman rrecptavpparties@gmail.com 

 
What a wonderful year this has been! Wrapping up with our Pirates and Princesses party, 
special thanks to Eileen McGettrick and Mary Rath for planning and executing our send-off 
party. Thank you to everyone who made this year a success, especially to those of you who 
chaired party committees. Thanks also to the volunteers who helped with set-up and clean-up 
for the parties. You are so valuable to the committees.  
 
It has been a pleasure working with all of you this year, and I am looking forward to another 
successful year with our incoming committee chairs in 2019-2020. Happy summer, everyone!  

Community Service 
Maggie Male & Daina Grimaldi  

rrecptacommunityservice@gmail.com 
 

 

Did you know that more than 1,000 Rocky River Residents fall before the poverty line? For our 
final community service drive, we will be collecting new school supplies for the Rocky River 
Assistance Program.  
 
At the May 14th meeting and at our end of year Memphis Kiddie Park event on June 8th, 
please bring new school supplies from the needed school supply list below. Can’t make 
the meeting or the Memphis Kiddie Park event? Drop off a donations (to the bin on the patio) 
or have them delivered using smile.amazon.com (for Ohio Congress Rocky River Early Child-
hood): 21484 Kenwood Avenue, Rocky River, OH.  
 
Needed school supplies: 
 Clorox Wipes 
 Tissues 
 Pencils and pens 
 Crayons 
 Primary colored spiral notebooks 
 Plastic folders with pockets 
 Glue sticks and liquid glue 
 Index cards 
 Dry erase markers 

Treasurer 
Liz Kasnekaw rrecptatreasurer@gmail.com 

 

   Balance on Hand  (as of 03/01/2019) $  19,036.29 
   Receipts (+):     $       749.30 
   Disbursements (-):    $    1,564.39   
   Ending Balance (as of 03/31/2019)  $  18,221.20 

 

Further Detail of Account Available Upon Request. 

mailto:rrecptavpparties@gmail.com
mailto:rrecptacommunityservice@gmail.com
mailto:rrecptatreasurer@gmail.com


 

 

Bike Parade 
Jenny Hawe jlolszewski@gmail.com Kristen Haning kristen.haning@gmail.com 

 

Mark your calendars for the River Days Bike Party and Parade on Saturday, July 13th! The 

parade runs from the Magnificat parking lot to City Hall, so afterward you can join in the other 

River Days festivities! The raffle will follow the parade.  

 

The schedule is as follows: 

 Set-up: 9:30 AM 

 Party Starts: 10:00 AM 

 Parade Starts: 10:30 AM 

 

Please check www.rrecpta.org and the RRECPTA Facebook page for more information as the 
event gets closer! If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Jenny or Kristen.  

River Days RRECPTA Event 
Daina Grimaldi grimaldi1028@gmail.com Jennelle Cohen gentilejennelle@gmail.com 

 

Come enjoy the summertime family fun at River Days on Saturday, July 13th at 11am!   
 
We need your help to recruit new members, collect emails and hand out RRECPTA bal-
loons.  It is a great opportunity to engage with our community and share information about all 
of the great things that we do.  Plus... there’s a pony!   
 
Come join in the fun!  
 
 

Interested in helping out? We need volunteers to help with the River Days activities. 
Contact Daina and Jennelle. 

New Member Meeting 
Mandy Copeland mandy.m.copeland@gmail.com  

Alice Pratt alice.mackintosh@gmail.com 
 

The new member meeting is tentatively scheduled for Thursday August 29 at 7pm.  Tell all 
of your friends!!  Most of you serve as mentors to other parents or expectant parents who 

aren’t yet part of the RRECPTA fun!  Don’t let them miss out!  
 

Keep an eye on www.rrecpta.org and the RRECPTA Facebook page for updates! Want to 
help plan the new member meeting?  Email Mandy Copeland or Alice Pratt!  

mailto:jlolszewski@gmail.com
mailto:kristen.haning@gmail.com
https://www.rrecpta.org/
mailto:grimaldi1028@gmail.com
mailto:gentilejennelle@gmail.com
mailto:mandy.m.copeland@gmail.com
mailto:alice.mackintosh@gmail.com
https://www.rrecpta.org/


 

 
Summer Website Updates 
Maggie Male rrecptanewsletter@gmail.com 

 
To all incoming committee members for the 2018-2019 school year: 

 
As you start to schedule events for the upcoming year, please always remember to send the 
dates to me when finalized. This will allow us to update our website (and will help to educate 

new and potential members about what we have planned). 
 

The sooner you send me the dates, the sooner I can update the website.  
So thank you in advance for your help! 

Summer House-Cleaning & Community Service 
Maggie Male & Daina Grimaldi rrecptacommunityservice@gmail.com 

 
When you are cleaning your house this summer, please continue to think of the RRECPTA 

this year. Though we are on break for the summer, we will continue to accept items for the 

collections to take place in the 2018-2019 school year. Any of these items can be dropped off 

to 21484 Kenwood Avenue, Rocky River OH (to the bin on the patio).   

 

Items include: 

 Hand Sanitizer, gently used bath towels (baby or adult), laundry detergent, and clean 

newspapers to be given to the Cleveland Animal Protective League. 

 Unused school supplies from Rocky River Assistance Program. 

 Gently used children’s books for the Kid’s Book Bank. 

 Outgrown diapers, extra unscented baby wipes, unused baby formula, full-sized baby bath 

items, gently used strollers, car seats, and cribs, new toy, and new baby and child clothing 

for Laura’s Home Women’s Crisis Center.  

 Canned goods, toiletries, and paper goods for the Rocky River Assistance Program. 

 Cleaning supplies, office supplies, and gently used vases for The Village Project. 

 Gently used school-aged clothes, jackets, coats, socks, shoes, and toys for Rocky River 

United Methodist Church Twice Blessed Free Store. 

mailto:rrecptanewsletter@gmail.com
https://www.rrecpta.org/
mailto:rrecptacommunityservice@gmail.com
https://clevelandapl.org/donate/our-wish-list/
http://www.rrwc.org/rrap/pack-and-sort-dates
http://www.kidsbookbank.org/get-involved.html
https://www.thecitymission.org/donation-drive/
http://www.rrwc.org/rrap/pack-and-sort-dates
https://ourvillageproject.com/donors/
https://www.rrumc.org/twice-blessed/
https://www.rrumc.org/twice-blessed/


 

 

Reporting Volunteer Hours to RR PTA Council 
Kelly Frindt kellyrucker@yahoo.com 

 
We have been requested by the Rocky River PTA Council for all of our volunteer hours.  As 
committee chairs, please let our secretary know your hours as soon as possible.  We need to 
track these hours in order to keep our non-profit tax status.   
 
If you logged hours as delegate for homecoming or any PTA council business should also be 
logged for RRECPTA.   
 
Thanks for all your help this year!!  You are all truly appreciated!! 

Committee Reports Due 
Maggie Male rrecptanewsletter@gmail.com 

 
With the end of the year quickly approaching, it is time for all committee members to upload 
their committee reports to Google Drive. The deadline is the same date as our final meeting for 
the year: Tuesday, May 8

th
.  

 
** Note: If you previously emailed your committee report to someone, you still need to 
save a copy to Google Drive! ** 
 
We are now using one communal Google Drive account to store all committee reports. 
Login in information (for everyone to use) detailed here. If you need the password, 
please email me. 
 
Committee Reports and related forms are found in the different committee folders. The blank 
committee report is also on Google Drive in the documents section.  

 
Important Note: Google Docs are "LIVE DOCUMENTS". This means when you starting 
typing in an old document, you are editing it! Instead, always copy and paste infor-
mation into a blank version of a document.  
 
The following Committee Reports are needed: 

President Community Service/Recycling March with the Band 

VP of Programs Field Trip Coordinator—Oct Membership, Recruiting 

VP of Parties Field Trip Coordinator—Jan Membership, Database 

Secretary Field Trip Coordinator—Feb Newsletter & Website 

PTA Council Delegates Field Trip Coordinator—Mar Nominating Committee 

Adult Wellness & Networking Field Trip Coordinator—Apr  Party, Pool 

All Aglow Field Trip Coordinator—May Party, Winter Wiggles 

Auction Coordinator Healthy Rocky River Party, Easter Egg Hunt 

Audit Committee Kids Kloset, Fall Party, Pirates & Princesses 

Come If You Can Playdates Kids Kloset, Spring Sunshine Committee 

mailto:kellyrucker@yahoo.com
mailto:rrecptanewsletter@gmail.com
https://www.rrecpta.org/forms-reports/


 

 

Healthy Rocky River 
Erin Arra erin.arra@gmail.com 

 
We will share upcoming events in the monthly newsletter to make sure everyone is informed 
of local healthy activities and talks. 
 
Hy-5 Hyland 5K and 1 mile run/walk  
Saturday, May 11, 2019 at 9am  
Hyland Software  
28500 Clemens Rd. Westlake  
5K and 1 mile run/walk that benefits Metrohealth.  
 
Trike and Bike—Bay Village & Rocky River 
This is a fun introduction to fundraising, fitness and philanthropy intended for riders ages 3-13. 
Children will receive a fundraising page with a goal of $25 and 100% of the dollars raised by 
participants supports pediatric cancer research at Cleveland Clinic Children’s. Trike & Bike in-
troduces kids to the world of fundraising, fitness and philanthropy. The event provides the op-
portunity to ride laps around a course, or smaller laps around a “tot lot.”  
 
Saturday, May 18, 2019 at 11am  
BAYarts 28795 Lake Rd. Bay Village  
 
Saturday, August 17, 2018 at 9am (First annual event organized by RRECPTA member, 
Kelci Cotter—Let’s support her)! Any questions: kelci.cotter@gmail.com.  
Rocky River Middle School, Rocky River  
 
 
Project Pedal – 6th Annual  
Saturday, June 15, 2019 8:30am-1:00pm 
Cahoon Memorial Park, Bay Village, OH 
Join the companies, organizations, groups, families and individuals participating in this event 
that promotes health and fitness, builds camaraderie and team spirit and generates fun family 
activity, while benefiting Village Project’s clients! 
 
12th Annual  Smiles for Sophie Birthday Bash & Dash 5K and 1.5 milk Run/Walk  
Thursday, July 4, 2019, 9:00am  
Walker Road Park, 31621 Walker Rd, Avon Lake  
5k and 1.5 mile run/walk to benefit Smiles for Sophie Forever, a foundation confronting pediat-
ric brain cancer.  
 
Wigs for Kids Day at Zoo Charity 5k and 1 Mile Fun Walk 
Saturday, July 20, 2019 at 8:30a 
Participate in the event and enjoy free admission at the zoo for the rest of the day! 
 
Fairview Hospital Wellness Center 
Look for many talks and activities, including exercise classes at the Wellness Center on 
Wooster Road.  

mailto:erin.arra@gmail.com
https://www.hermescleveland.com/roadracing/events/hy5k.asp
https://give.ccf.org/event/bay-village-trike-and-bike/e224215
https://give.ccf.org/event/rocky-river-trike-and-bike/e230597
mailto:kelci.cotter@gmail.com
https://ourvillageproject.com/projectpedal-2018-2/
https://www.hermescleveland.com/roadracing/events/sophie.asp
https://wigsforkidsday.donordrive.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=donorDrive.event&eventID=511
https://my.clevelandclinic.org/-/scassets/files/org/locations/fairview-hospital/wellness-center/wellness-center-jan-april-2019.ashx?la=en


 

 May Field Trips 
rrecpta.fieldtrips@gmail.com 

 
Get ready to mark your calendars! Listed below are field trips planned for the month. Sign-ups 
start at the PTA general meetings and can be paid for with cash or check. The trips with lim-
ited space available on a first come, first serve basis. After the meeting, you can sign-up and 
pay at http://rrecptaevents.bigcartel.com/. 
 
Rocky River Library Story Time 
Monday, May 13th at 10am 
@ Rocky River Public Library 1600 Hampton Rd, Rocky River, OH 44116 
No cost but child must be with an adult during the story time.  Come enjoy story time at our 
great library with one of our fabulous librarians. 
Minimum of 5 children and maximum of 15 children. 
Sign up by May 1st 
 
Metroparks Stables 
Friday, May 24th from 11am-12pm 
@ Rocky River Metroparks Stables  19901 Puritas Ave., Cleveland, OH 44135 
Cost is $5 per child 2 and older 
We will go over safety rules for in the barn and appropriate behavior around horses, tour the 
facility seeing barn, indoor and outdoor arena spaces, and perhaps inside a trailer, meet our 
horses and ponies and discuss their breeds, sizes, and colors, ways of communicating with 
one another and us, discuss how we care for them including feed, grooming and exercise, and 
they will have an opportunity to pet one or more horses.  
Minimum of 10 children 
Sign up and paid by May 17th  

Come If You Can (CIYC) Playdates 
Jacke Wiedemer jacke.wiedemer@hortonww.com 

Meryl Baskin Merylbaskin@gmail.com 
 

All CIYC Playdates are fun, relaxed meet-ups. There is no need to RSVP; just Come If You 
Can! CIYC playdates will primarily be advertised and updated on Facebook. Most dates/times 
are weather permitting. All Playdates are at 10AM. 
 

The final CIYC playdate will be May 17th at Rocky River Park.  

Nominating Committee 
Maggie Male rrecptanewsletter@gmail.com  Kelly Frindt kellyrucker@yahoo.com 

Erin Meisenzahl erin.meisenzahl@gmail.com 

 
Thank you to everyone that has volunteered for an Executive Board or Committee position for 
next year!  Next year looks like it will be a lot of fun.  
 
The first Committee meeting will be at the beginning of August (exact date and location TBD). 
An email will be sent this summer with details!  

mailto:rrecpta.fieldtrips@gmail.com
http://rrecptaevents.bigcartel.com/
mailto:jacke.wiedemer@hortonww.com
mailto:Merylbaskin@gmail.com
mailto:rrecptanewsletter@gmail.com
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Happy Birthday 
 

 

Emily Jones May 14 Jennifer Rieker June 20 Katherine Lehtinen July 24 

Meghan Reagan May 14 Jennifer Ansevin June 21 Ashley Frazier July 28 

Tiffany Barker May 21 Heather Burnett June 22 Molly Harvey July 29 

Kimberly Dahodwala May 21 Shu Ching Hatfield June 22 Melissa Makii July 29 

Nikie Sturman May 21 Celestia Johnson June 22 Alice Pratt July 29 

Stephanie Head May 24 Jenny Sadlier June 22 Jennifer Fredericks July 30 

Krystal Massey May 25 Kelci Cotter June 28 Rachael Stafford July 31 

Sarah Simmons May 25 Shannon Coleman July 3 Georganne Benjamin August 7 

Susan Pichotta May 29 Molly Schrig July 3 Mandy Allen August 10 

Jasmine Wright June 3 Karen Rickard July 4 Meghan Hennies August 10 

Jessie Reed June 5 Caitlin Christie July 5 Sarah Mcaleer August 10 

Jill Uhl June 5 Amy Kempf July 5 Kristen Weinberger August 10 

Maggie Nash June 6 Lindsay Barbicas July 6 Brittany Maurer August 13 

Jessie Brent June 8 Erica Blake July 7 Jennifer Barnes August 15 

Jacke Wiedemer June 8 Lisa Chavel July 15 Chris Bertalan August 16 

Brittany Coughlin June 13 Kelly Frindt July 15 Meryl Baskin August 17 

Coleen Fisher June 13 Danielle Richards July 15 Loren Giammo August 18 

Amanda Martin June 14 Lisa Schultz July 17 Alicia Nevin August 18 

Christine Knific June 15 Allison Tjan July 17 Eleni Kostakis August 21 

Shelby Roberts June 15 Jocelyn Ellis Abood July 19 Brandy Chittester August 23 

Dixie Trunko June 16 Shawna Ciccoritti July 20 Allison Briscoe August 25 

Jenny Hawe June 17 Theresa Hastings—Filipic July 21 Kristen Hrusch August 25 

Katie Stelmak June 19 Gina Hydrew July 24 Emily Mayock August 27 


